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As the end of the year is very close, I thought it would be good to reflect and share about the 

International Family Nursing Association. The mission of the International Family Nursing Association is 

to work together as health professionals with a compassionate family focus on health, social justice, 

human dignity and respect for all. 

The association is a global network of nurses and health professional who work together to transform 

family health by serving as a unifying force and voice for family nursing globally, sharing knowledge, 

practices, and skills to enhance and nurture family nursing practice and providing family nursing 

leadership through education, research, scholarship, socialisation, and collegial exchange on all aspects 

of family nursing. When you first meet other family researchers you sense the shared vision to care for 

the family as the unit of care, not the patient or the disease. The focus is on how the family as a group 

interact and adapt when faced with adversity. 

The focus is on how the family as a group interact and adapt when faced with adversity. 

https://internationalfamilynursing.org/association-information/mission/ 

https://internationalfamilynursing.org/association-information/mission/


The board of directors for the IFNA meets online monthly and works with all the committees to provide 

direction and meet the association vision. 

There are also three country chapters within the IFNA which provide an opportunity for members within 

a country to conect between confernces and form a strong collabatoration within the country. Japan has 

a external group with close links to the IFNA. 

The UK and Irelnad Chapter https://internationalfamilynursing.org/chapters/uk-and-ireland/ 

AUS NZ chapter our chapter https://internationalfamilynursing.org/chapters/australia-new-zealand/ 

Africian Chapter https://internationalfamilynursing.org/chapters/african/ 

Japanese Association for Research in Family Nursing http://www.jarfn.org/index.html 

 

Why become a member of the International Family Nursing Association? 

Members of IFNA meet regularly from around the world in committees or chapters to enable support 

and networking together. This allows strong research and educational networks to be developed and 

work together to meet the aims of the association. 

I joined IFNA as a PhD student and was introduced key researchers such as Prof Janice Bell, Prof Lorraine 

Wright and Prof Kathleen Knafl. Who have been instrumental in my perseverance with working with and 

researching families.  Being mentored and researching with by strong family researchers provides 

opportunities to understand how to collaborate with a family rather than just an individual. The art of 

communicating with families and understanding their needs and how best to support them (Wright, 

2015; Wright et al., 2013). 

https://internationalfamilynursing.org/chapters/uk-and-ireland/
https://internationalfamilynursing.org/chapters/australia-new-zealand/
https://internationalfamilynursing.org/chapters/african/
http://www.jarfn.org/index.html


 

Aims of the International Family Nursing Association: 

• Promote the care of families in health and illness; 

• Facilitate networking among family nurse researchers, educators and practitioners; 

• Provide mechanisms for dissemination of information regarding family nursing research, 

education and practice; 

• Advance family nursing research and foster the utilization of nursing research findings; 

• Encourage socialization and preparation of students for the roles of family nurse researcher, 

family nurse advanced practice and family nurse educator; 

• Promote the allocation of resources available for family nursing development; and 

• Comprise a professional source of evidence, information and advocacy in health policy, and 

health legislation to improve the care of families. 

International Family Nursing Association activities 

To ensure the mission of IFNA is achieved the association has several major committees working within 

the structure and often sub-committees to share the workload. One of the major outcomes which has 

been achieved is a range of position statements to assist the clinician and researcher to define the scope 

of practice and concepts within family nursing. For example the position statement for general 

competencies, advanced practice, graduate and prelicensced family nurses. These positive statements 

developed by the education and research comittees are underpinned by current research and family 

theory to ensure translation to clinical practice and research. 

https://internationalfamilynursing.org/association-information/position-statements/ 

There are also a range of informaiton to support nurses caring for refugee and migrant families, families 

during war and family health during covid. These resources are a place for nurses to come to understand 

https://internationalfamilynursing.org/association-information/position-statements/


the current research and information for family facing these challenges. 

https://internationalfamilynursing.org/2016/02/18/caring-for-refugee-families/ 

 

 

The committees or groups within IFNA all have a purpose and members within each group range from 

students to professors all sharing research and clinical ideas. All the committees work together to ensure 

the aims of the association are achieved. 

The research committee I would say is the most active and with lots of subgroups, a purpose to advance 

the conduct, dissemination, and use of family nursing research worldwide. This committee has 

developed a range of family nursing measurement and numerous research outputs. Joining this group 

provides you with an opportunity to develop international collaborations and publications. The chair is 

Prof Mooney Doyle with Prof Danford. Dr Mandie Foster is an active member of this group working with 

the child and family cluster. https://internationalfamilynursing.org/resources-for-family-

nursing/research/research-committee/ 

 

https://internationalfamilynursing.org/2016/02/18/caring-for-refugee-families/
https://internationalfamilynursing.org/resources-for-family-nursing/research/research-committee/
https://internationalfamilynursing.org/resources-for-family-nursing/research/research-committee/


The education committee has a purpose to identify and disseminate the best educational practices for 

family nursing worldwide. This committee has developed the practice statements and has several 

subcommittees as well. https://internationalfamilynursing.org/resources-for-family-

nursing/education/education-committee/ 

 

The practice committee works to advance family nursing practice internationally with a focus on building 

capacity for all nurses with position statements. 

https://internationalfamilynursing.org/2016/02/18/practice-committee/ 

 

There is an awards committee to provide opportunities for members to be awarded for excellence in 

family nursing. The communications committee works with to ensure the IFNA website and all range of 

communications are timely and accessible for all members and family nurses. This committee also 

organise the family nursing Blog a great way to understand what other researchers and members are 

doing internationally. https://internationalfamilynursing.org/blog/ 

To ensure transition of board members the association has a nominating committee which is a great 

committee to start to understand the size and depth of the IFNA.  This committee works together to 

select a range of members who are interesting in work on the Board of directors. 

There are other committee all of which have roles within the IFNA organisation and all have members 

from early career research/ clinician to Professor Emeritus so provide opportunities for mentoring and 

working together. 

https://internationalfamilynursing.org/resources-for-family-nursing/education/education-committee/
https://internationalfamilynursing.org/resources-for-family-nursing/education/education-committee/
https://internationalfamilynursing.org/2016/02/18/practice-committee/
https://internationalfamilynursing.org/blog/


The committee meet online and face to face each conference year. 

There is a group for PhD or research students to meet together internationally and be mentored and feel 

part of the international organisation. This group works together to support each other in their early 

career and there are scholarship which can be applied for. 

The objectives of the IFNA Student Engagement Group are: 

- to provide a global network of support and resources for all graduate student (and post-

graduate early career researcher) members of IFNA 

- to encourage the professional growth of IFNA members who are graduate students 

through collaboration and guidance from IFNA’s leadership, members, mentors, and 

fellow students 

- to provide opportunities for graduate students to collaborate with other IFNA members 

with similar research interests and advance the science of family nursing 

https://internationalfamilynursing.org/activate/ifna-student-engagement-group/ 

 

Chapter Publications 

Smith L & Nersesian P, (November 2023), Reimagining Child & Family Health Education and Health 

Promotion Through a Planetary Health Lens (Chapter 13). In R Cross Health Promotion and Health 

Education in Nursing, Sage 

https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/health-promotion-and-health-education-in-

nursing/book275066#description 

Whitehead, L., Palamara, P., Babatunde-Sowole, O., Boak, J., Franklin, N., Quinn, R., George, C., Allen, J. 

(2023). Nurses' experience of managing adults living with multimorbidity: A qualitative study. Journal of 

Advanced Nursing, 79(7), 2514-2524. https://doi.org/10.1111/jan.15600. 

Dermody, D., Fritz, R., Glass, C., Dunham, M., Whitehead, L. (2023). Family caregiver readiness to adopt 

smart home technology to monitor care—Dependent older adults: A qualitative exploratory study. 

Journal of Advanced Nursing, 2023(Article in press), -. https://doi.org/10.1111/jan.15826 

https://internationalfamilynursing.org/activate/ifna-student-engagement-group/
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/FyrqCp8ArRHz3EVOzsPEeg4?domain=us.sagepub.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/FyrqCp8ArRHz3EVOzsPEeg4?domain=us.sagepub.com
https://doi.org/10.1111/jan.15600
https://doi.org/10.1111/jan.15826


Carman, R., Towell, A., Shah, M., Davis, E., Maple-Brown, L., Pearson, G., Arabiat, D., Kirkham, R., 

Whitehead, L. (2023). “Sometimes Our Mob Don't Really Take It Serious Until It's Serious”: The 

Experiences of Western Australian Aboriginal Adolescents Living With Type 2 Diabetes, Their Parents, 

and Their Family Members. Canadian Journal of Diabetes, 2023(Article in Press), TBD. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jcjd.2023.03.008 

Resources for your family research and clinical practice 

Don’t forget to access the International Family Nursing website for a range of family theory, scales and 

publications to help build your research. 

https://internationalfamilynursing.org/ 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jcjd.2023.03.008
https://internationalfamilynursing.org/


 



2024 travel to Denmark in May for the Nordic Family Health Conference 

Abstracts Close 1st December  

Call for Submissions: Nordic Family Health and Care Conference 2024      

We are thrilled to announce that the submission phase for the upcoming Nordic Family Health and Care 

Conference 2024 is now officially open!           

This prestigious conference, dedicated to advancing the field of family-focused health and care, presents 

a unique platform for researchers, practitioners, and advocates to share their insights and contribute to 

the improvement of family well-being across the Nordic region and beyond. 

        

- Submission Deadline: 1st December 2023 

- Conference Dates: 21st - 23rd May 2024 

Whether you are an accomplished researcher, a passionate practitioner, or an enthusiastic student, this 

is your chance to showcase your work, exchange ideas, and engage with a community of like-minded 

individuals committed to enhancing family health and care practices. 

      Submission Categories: 

Health Promotion 

Palliative care 

Establish relationships and communication 

Treatment and supportive care 

Rehabilitation 

Palliative care 

Methods & Methodologies in family health 

Innovation 

Other (Please specify it in the abstract and add a keyword.) 

     Submission link 

Let's collectively shape the future of family health and care by contributing our knowledge and expertise. 

Spread the word among your colleagues and networks, and let's make this conference a resounding 

success! 

https://www.conferencemanager.dk/nordicfamilyhealthandcareconference2024/abstracts


For more information and updates, visit the official conference website: See the comments section for 

more details. 

Looking forward to seeing your innovative submissions and to the enriching discussions that will 

undoubtedly take place during the conference.             

#NordicFamilyHealthCare #Conference2023 #CallForSubmissions #HealthcareInnovation #FamilyWellbei

ng #CollaborationInCare 

Contact Dr Elisabeth Coyne for more information. E.coyne@griffith.edu.au 

 

Next meeting Wednesday •November 8th , 1500-1600 AEST 

This month we welcome family researchers from Portugal.  Link in to hear their research areas. 

Join on your computer, mobile app or room device 

Click here to join the meeting 

Written by Dr Elisabeth Coyne. 
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