
   
 

 
 
 
 

 IFNA  
International Research Collaboration Subcommittee  

of the IFNA Research Committee 
Meeting Agenda 

21 May 2020, Thursday—0700 EDT  
Call in information: 

Please join the meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone.  (A headset is recommended) 
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/991256925 

See below for call in information 
 
 

Mission: The IFNA International Research Collaboration Subcommittee, a subcommittee of the IFNA Research Committee, provides an 
opportunity for family nursing researchers from around the world to interact regularly, plan, conduct, and disseminate collaborative research 
projects.   

 
Present: Karyn Roberts, Debbie Sheppard-LeMoine, Cindy Danford, Sonja Meiers,  Suzanne Feetham, Petra Brysiewicz, Barbie Giambra, Wendi 
Smith, Paula Nersesian, Lucilia Nascimento, Fernanda Machado Silva Rodrigues, Lindsay Smith 
 
Regrets: Ellen Hagedoorn, Marie Louise Luttik, Junko Honda 
 
Conveners: Karyn Roberts & Debbie Sheppard-LeMoine 

Topic Discussion Follow-up 

1. Welcome (Call to Order) 
 

Cindy welcomed everyone and introduced Karyn 
and Debbie as the new co-chairs. 

 

2. Approval of April 2020 minutes  Moved by Debbie Sheppard LeMoine 
Seconded by Cindy Danford 
Approved by all. 

 

3. Member Updates on Current 
Research Projects 

 

Sonya M:  participating in a new research project 
on the effects of CoVID 19 on families in Brazil & 
USA; to express sincere thanks to everyone who 
made “The Nightingale Live Event” a success.  
 
Fernanda M: shared her current research focus 
with families living with chronic conditions. 
 
Suzanne F: encouraged participation in the 2nd 
Family Research Workshop focused on 
Interventions and organized virtually sponsored by 

 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fglobal.gotomeeting.com%2Fjoin%2F991256925&data=02%7C01%7Crobertkj%40uwm.edu%7Cb1cd4296deee4a41f1bc08d7f9026c53%7C0bca7ac3fcb64efd89eb6de97603cf21%7C1%7C0%7C637251661127471692&sdata=QL2u%2BElRQdY1RXCMpMJUo938Am7%2BIYatm7ePKLWvZFw%3D&reserved=0


The Children’s National Health System in 
Washington, D.C. on June 27 from 8:00-4:30. 
Registration has been extended to June 20.  
 
Lucilla N: teaching more than usual. Has joined the 
Cocoon Study and is getting the IRB submission 
prepared. 
 
Cyndi D: preparations under way to have research 
start up at her university. Modifying her protocol for 
her research data collection in family homes to 
ensure safety for the families and herself given the 
CoVID restrictions.  
Also waiting on response to an ROI grant 
submission. 
 
Debbie SL: preparing a TRIC ( translating research 
into care) grant proposal in collaboration with 
medical faculty on family satisfaction within the 
NSHA( Nova Scotia Health Authority) ICU’s. 
Finishing collaborative data collection with families 
of patients in long-term care facility that has had 
the highest number of deaths from CoVID in Nova 
Scotia. Shared that she has been offered the Dean 
of the Faculty of Nursing position at the university 
of Windsor in Windsor, Ontario. 
 
Petra B: busy in South Africa salvaging student 
projects that were affected by CoVID interruptions 
in studies this term. Active with acute care 
research group. Involved with another research 
project teaching family nursing concepts through 
simulation. 
 
Barbie G: has been given approval to start her 
research back up again but has not been able to 
access the families who are participants due to 
CoVID. She has an opportunity to write a 
supplemental article for her K23 study. 
 
Wendi S: “Terminology of Family, Person, Child 
Centered Care” in press. PhD studies have been 
on hold for now. She has joined a writing group at 
Villanova where they support each other, and she 
plans to bring the ideas she is gathering from this 
group with the IFNA graduate student’s group. 
 
Paula N: shared news of her upcoming move to 
the University of Southern Maine. 



 
Karyn R: making a permanent move to the 
University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee starting in the 
fall, 2020. 50% of her position will be working on 
an ROI. She has had a scoping review accepted 
for publication and working on another submission 
of her dissertation. She will also explore stigma & 
bias that has emerged from her research data with 
Kathy Knafl.  
 
 
 

4. Reflection on COVID-19 & 
social distancing 
 

Lessons learned 
 

• Cyndy needs protocol approved for data 
collection in family homes by the research 
office to be compliant with CoVID 
precautions. Sonya suggested that Cyndy 
share her approved protocol with Paula for 
dissemination via IFNA communication 
channels such as the web site under 
research resources section. 
  

• Barbie is starting her research again with 
guided by different scenarios for how to 
start research again with specific guidelines 
that creates a challenging process. 
 

• Karyn R planning for online teaching with 
hopes of in person classes. Large classes 
may be organized in a hybrid manner. 
Getting back into practice settings for 
clinical experiences is a major focus but 
has not been worked out yet. 
 

• Debbie shared that eastern Canada is also 
in a similar position where plans are 
underway for online learning with hopes for 
in person for small classes and clinical 
details are not finalized yet. Simulation has 
been planned online for some clinical. 
 

• Suzanne F. shared that a pediatric journal 
editorial was cited in senate hearings and 
this was a landmark moment for nursing 
and its impact during CoVID. Suzanne 
offered to share the link to the proceedings. 

 

 



 
    
5. IFNA Communications Highlights for the newsletter/website 

• Paula shared that she continues to work on 
profiles of IFNA Members and she has a 
list of new participants from the Nightingale 
Event that she will connect with for future 
web site sharing. She encouraged all to 
reach out to her and share their unique 
roles and information with her so she can 
further share through social media and on 
the IFNA web site, 

• Joel Anderson is co-chairing the 
communication committee with Janice Bell. 
Contact Joel if interested in writing a blog. 

• Janice Bell is disseminating a new format 
for the newsletter with more hyperlinks and 
Paula encouraged member feedback re. 
the new format.  

 

6. Report from IFNA Research 
Committee 

Kim Mooney Doyle & Cindy Danford  
 
Kim could not join the meeting. Cindy shared a 
summary from the end of April research committee 
meeting that was open to all. 

• The dyad group has over 100 interested 
members and approximately30 active 
members. Karen Lyons leads this group 
and has created subgroups with foci on 
content, methods, theories, frameworks, 
general bibliography on dyads and specific 
articles on dyads. 

 
• Members are encouraged to review the 

Position statements on IFNA website . 
There is a new one on planetary health that 
was developed by Wendy Looman & Paula. 
 

 
• Kathy Knafl updated family research 

bibliography.  
 

• Mentorship continues to be further 
developed by Wendi and Eric who are 
developing an interactive approach . 
Connecting more senior researchers with 
those who need support has been 
discussed. Also, the support may be a 

 



short relationship or could be longer 
depending upon the needs. 
 

• Maria V. Is exploring the top 10 
measurement instruments in Family 
Nursing research and is preparing a 
manuscript. 
 

• Kim is working on a family research ethics 
bibliography. If anyone has any articles, 
please share with Kim. 
 

• The meeting ended with a Photo voice 
presentation by Kim. 
 

• In the future, the larger group will meet 
twice per year to keep everyone engaged. 

 
 
7. Policy:  Enhancing policy Suzanne Feetham & Lindsay Smith 

 
A very interactive discussion on enhancing policy 
engaged the committee. Summary points include: 
 

• Suzanne passionately shared a 
Smithsonian article that highlighted 
Florence Nightingales pioneering impact on 
Policy and her recognition as a leader in 
how to communicate to policy makers and 
influence decisions. Suzanne also shared 
the story of Lauren Underwood, a 32-year-
old nurse elected to the House of 
Representatives and her role in influencing 
policy. 

• It was suggested that CoVID is having 
impact worldwide on practice, research and 
health care policy as was evident in what 
IFNA members have shared. 
 

• Policy is a primary determinant of health 
with further application in research required 
with in depth analysis of policy impact and 
role. Lindsay joined later and his 
perspective will be shared in a future 
meeting. 

 
 

 

8. Graduate Student Engagement Update on progress: Wendi Smith  



Deferred 
 
 

9. Research Clusters   
a. Global perspective: Defining 

family 
Manuscript Update: Sonja & Cindy 
Deferred 

 

b. Family care in the ICU Update: Sandra Eggenberger (USA), Petra 
Brysiewicz (South Africa)  Purpose:  To discern 
nurses’ descriptions and practices of family 
engagement in the adult intensive care units 
(ICUs) from a global perspective. 
Deferred 
 

 

c. Pediatric cluster Update: Cindy Danford 
Deferred 
 
 

 

d. Scientific development of 
family nursing phenomena:  
Translation/ implementation 
science  

 

Update:  Birte Ostergaard, Romy Mahrer Imhof, 
Debbie Sheppard LeMoine 
Deferred 

 

10. Family Dyads 
 

Update 
Deferred 

 

 
11. Future Webinar Topics 
 

Potential topics: 
• Career Cartography: Interactive Session with 

Suzanne Feetham  
• Policy  
• Leadership (for students) 
• Research Capacity Development 
• Mentoring 
Timing what month might work for the majority? 
 
Please send Karyn and Debbie thoughts on what 
month/s might be best for your part of the world so 
we can find a time that works for the majority of 
those interested. 
 
 

 

12. Funding Opportunities r/t 
family 

  

 
13. Announcements: See IFNA 

website for details. And 
conference updates. 

 IFNC15 in Dublin, June 28th- July 2nd, 2021.  
 

 



The 6th Nordic Conference on Family Focused 
Nursing in Norway (focusing on vulnerable 
families) is June 2nd-4th. Stavanger, Norway. 
POSTPONED- More information forthcoming 
 
Family Research VIRTUAL Workshop. Sponsored 
by Children’s National Hospital, Washington, D.C. 
June 27, 2020 – Cindy Danford sent out 
registration information 
 

 
12. Other Topics for discussion 

now or in the future 
  

 
10. Next meeting: 
 
 
Tuesday 
16 June 2020 at 0700 EST  
 

Please join my meeting from your computer, 
tablet or smartphone. (a headset is 
recommended_ 
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/991256925 
 
You can also dial in using your phone. 
United States: +1 (571) 317-3129 
 
Access Code: 991-256-925 
 
More phone numbers 
Australia: +61 2 9087 3601 
Austria: +43 7 2088 1047 
Belgium: +32 28 08 4368 
Canada: +1 (647) 497-9353 
Denmark: +45 69 91 89 28 
Finland: +358 942 59 7850 
France: +33 170 950 594 
Germany: +49 692 5736 7317 
Ireland: +353 15 360 728 
Italy: +39 0 247 92 13 01 
Netherlands: +31 208 080 219 
New Zealand: +64 9 280 6302 
Norway: +47 75 80 32 07 
Spain: +34 911 82 9906 
Sweden: +46 852 500 186 
Switzerland: +41 435 0167 13 
United Kingdom: +44 330 221 0088 
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tel:+41435016713,,991256925
tel:+443302210088,,991256925


  

Date Day of Week Time 
16 June 2020 Tuesday 0700 EDT 
23 July 2020 Thursday 0700 EDT 
August  No Meeting No Meeting 
15 September 2020 Tuesday 0700 EDT 
22 October 2020 Thursday 0700 EDT 
17 November 2020 Tuesday 0700 EST 
December Holiday No Meeting No Meeting 
21 January 2021 Thursday 0800 EST 

  

 
New to GoToMeeting? Get the app now and be 
ready when your first meeting starts: 
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/991256925 
 
 
Note: Times are based on New York. Please 
double check your respective time accordingly. 
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