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Current Position: Professor and Director of Graduate Programs in Nursing, Winona State University-Rochester 

Previous experience in IFNA: Research Committee Co-Chair; International Collaboration Subcommittee of the Research 

Committee, Founding Member 

Please explain your prior experience in Family Nursing that is relevant to the position you seek in IFNA.  

Serving the International Family Nursing Association (IFNA) as a working leader since 2014 has been one of the true joys 

of my career. I have learned that the passion for family nursing is truly a global phenomenon represented in IFNA. I would 

be deeply honored to serve as President-Elect. I have served on the IFNA Research Committee, as the convener of the 

International Research Collaboration Subcommittee of the Research Committee, as the co-chair of the Research 

Committee, and on the Conference Planning Committee for IFNC13.  I have been sincerely impressed with the dedication 

of our members, our capacity for advancing family nursing, and the energy found in collaboration.   As a founding member 

of IFNA, I have witnessed IFNAs steady growth as the premier international organization fostering “the individual and 

collective development of nurses involved in the promotion of health care to families” (IFNA Mission Statement) for the 

advancement of family nursing.  

I have dedicated over 40 years to advancing family care, family nursing, and family health as educator, researcher, and 

clinician in collaboration with colleagues in acute and community care settings, at Minnesota State University, Mankato, 

and at Winona State University, Rochester, Minnesota, USA. My research focuses on co-construction of meaning at the 

intersection between nurse and family.  

If I am given the opportunity to serve as President-Elect, I will actively listen to the wisdom of our members, continue 

building the team spirit among IFNA leaders and members, seek diverse perspectives, and focus on advancing the influence 

of IFNA worldwide.  

Please explain your interest in serving in this position and list three priorities for IFNA that you would address if elected.  

I am interested in serving as President-Elect to support the healthy and steady development of IFNA. It would be my 

privilege to serve the IFNA as President-Elect where I will be mentored by the Board of Directors and the current 

President. I have a steadfast commitment to being a strong advocate for family care, family nursing, and family health. It 

is a logical next step for me to give back to the organization whose members have guided me so well in my journey.  I 

propose the following priorities for my work as President-Elect: 

1. Enhance connections between IFNA and other professional nursing organizations so that the message of family 

nursing is prevalent across specialties, countries, levels of education, and clinical settings.  

2. Support IFNA members to develop the art and science of family nursing and transform health for families; the focus 

of the 13th International Family Nursing Conference.  

3. Increase the fiscal stability of IFNA through simultaneously increasing membership numbers and developing 

support for member scholarship and scientific outcomes.  

In addition to these priorities, I would actively implement the 2016 – 2019 IFNA Strategic Plan while working with IFNA 

committees and the Board of Directors.  

I believe our strength, as IFNA, is in our multiple and international perspectives and ability to leverage the gifts and 

talents of members across the globe. Our challenge is to move forward as a powerful, unified force to transform toward 

systems that provide consistent focus on family health and family care worldwide.  
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